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STAIR students’ scores in Oral Reading Fluency increased more than 100%!

Serving Children Since 1985

The 2010- 2011 school year was an exciting one for Start the Adventure in 
Reading!  STAIR served 234 elementary-age children from 30 public schools 
at 29 tutoring sites in Orleans, Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes.  More 
than 350 reading tutors and other volunteers assisted STAIR in this effort 
at no cost to the students, their families or schools.  Since 1985, STAIR has 
brought more than 300,000 hours of dedicated volunteer service to its partner 
public schools to help more than 6,000 New Orleans-area students learn to 
read!

Last year STAIR became an active member of the New Orleans Kids 
Partnership, a local collaboration of nearly 30 organizations who serve, 
support, engage and empower children, youth and families in the Greater New 
Orleans area.  Supported by America’s Promise Alliance, the NOKP focuses on 
areas directly related to STAIR’s program, including best practices to develop 
community schools, recruit and train volunteer tutors, and engage family members.

As part of its Sponsor a Site campaign, STAIR was excited to welcome ConocoPhillips as the sponsor of its 
tutoring site located at and serving Belle Chasse Primary School.  Tutors include community volunteers and students 
from Belle Chasse High School.  Other site sponsors include Versabar, Inc. for the STAIR site at Woodland 
Presbyterian Church and St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church for supporting STAIR’s headquarters and 
tutoring sites located at the church.

In March, STAIR reached out to its partner schools and hosted the first annual STAIR-School Advisory Group 
Dinner/Workshop.  Teachers and principals (representing 15 elementary schools) attended the interactive session 
which focused on best practices for student selection, curriculum and STAIR-school communications during the year.   
STAIR plans to convene its School Advisory Group two times a year in order to maintain the excellent rapport this 

inaugural event cultivated.  

Finally, STAIR welcomed a new affiliate site in Monroe, Louisiana, 
sponsored by the First United Methodist Church.  STAIR now has 
affiliate sites in five states besides Louisiana, including Alabama, 
Delaware, Florida, Maryland and West Virginia.  With its New Orleans-
area sites and affiliates, STAIR continues to expand its reach as an 
effective and successful children’s literacy program.

Annual Report 2011

STAIR Promotes Literacy Throughout New Orleans

        Jim Howell            

        President   

STAIR Facts 2010-2011

•	 Of the STAIR parents 
who returned surveys, 
100 % reported that 
their children’s reading 
skills have improved, 
95% said their children 
were more interested 
in reading, and 76% 
said that helpful tutors 
made the difference.

•	 234 students served

•	 29 tutoring sites in Orleans, 
Jefferson and Plaquemines 
parishes

•	 350+ volunteers

•	 33 public schools

•	 Oral reading fluency on 
DIBELS test increased     

Sara W. Woodard

Executive Director
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College and Career:
During 2010-2011, STAIR hosted 
College & Career week at most 
STAIR sites.  Students and tutors 
had an opportunity to talk about 
their experiences, thoughts and 
questions about what college is 
and their career preferences by 
participating in fun and interactive 
physical group activities and a 
corresponding craft activity.Of 
the 41 program evaluations 
received from STAIR parents, 
93% said that the College & 
Career/TOPS information sent 
home was helpful.

Attendance Incentive: 
Starting this past school year, 
STAIR rewarded students with 
the best attendance at STAIR 
each semester.  Those children 
who qualified received a bag full 
of books to go home as well as 
game tickets for the whole family 
from the New Orleans Hornets.  
STAIR and the Hornets 
continue to work together to 
encourage students to attend 
school and ultimately increase 
their chances for success in and 
out of the classroom.

STAIR Kids’ Day:  
Dozens of children and their 
families enjoyed STAIR Kids’ 
Day at the Alex Beard studio 
in the French Quarter on 
Saturday, June 4.  Alex read 
from his books, Monkey See, 
Monkey Draw and The Jungle 
Grapevine and children had 
a chance to create their own 
works of art.  STAIR Kids’ 
Day was made possible by 
these generous funders: 
A Friend of STAIR, Real 
Estate Tax Group LLC, 
IBERIABANK, First Bank 
& Trust, Phelps Dunbar 
LLP, and Jim Howell 
Photography LLC.

Highlights of 2010-2011

STAIR Receives Literacy Award

In April the Louisiana Endowment for 
the Humanities honored Louisiana 
PRIME TIME Family Reading Time 
programs including the one STAIR 
conducted at Capdau Charter School. 

The 2010 award recipients are, 
from left to right, Holly Bell, 
program coordinator of the Mahalia 
Jackson Early Childhood and Family 
Learning Center, New Orleans; 
Cindy Blanchard from the Central 
Intermediate School, Central, La.; 
and STAIR President Jim Howell and 
Executive Director Sara Woodard.   

2010-2011 STAIR Sites

ORLEANS PARISH

Algiers United Methodist Church

ARISE Academy

Batiste Academy

Ben Franklin Elementary School

Capdau Charter School

Carrollton Church of Christ

Dibert Elementary School

Dillard University

Harney Elementary School

Lafayette Academy

McDonogh #42 Elementary School

Nelson Charter School

Open World Family Services

Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church

SciTech Academy

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church (Chalstrom House)

St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church (2 sites)

Tulane University-Reily Center (2 sites)

Woodland Presbyterian Church

JEFFERSON PARISH

John Calvin Presbyterian Church

Faith Cumberland Presbyterian Church

William Hart Elementary School

Jefferson Presbyterian Church

Matas Elementary School

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church

PLAQUEMINES PARISH

Belle Chasse Primary School

AFFILIATE SITES

Alabama

Independent Presbyterian Church, Birmingham

First Presbyterian Church, Birmingham

Delaware

First and Central Presbyterian Church, Wilmington

Florida

Edgewater United Methodist Church, Port Charlotte

Pilgrim United Church of Christ, Port Charlotte

Community Presbyterian Church, Englewood

Louisiana

Presbyterian Church of Ruston

Maryland

First Presbyterian Church, Annapolis

West Virginia

Old Stone Presbyterian Church, Lewisburg

“STAIR has motivated 
my child’s interest in 
reading!”

                   STAIR Parent

i     i     i



Statement of Financial Activities – June 30, 2011

Revenue and Support  

Statement of Financial Position– June 30, 2011

ASSETS

Corporations/Foundations              $    173,148
Churches        43,534 
Individuals       44,891 
Organizations          14,410
 
Book Fair Events        1,364
Interest         3,645
Misc. Revenue                       7,056
Subtotal                                                 $   288,048

In-kind Contributions                  266,267
TOTAL            $     554,315

  Expenses 

Salaries/Taxes                   $  240,944
Transportation                                 55,650
Curriculum/Supplies                              13,264
Snacks                                    6,685
PR/Postage/Printing                                 11,530 
Insurance                                   3,929
Staff Development/Travel                                 3,428 
Depreciation                                  6,134   
Other                                                 10,654
Subtotal                    $     363,438

In-Kind Expenses                  $     266,267
 (occupancy, curriculum/books, misc.)

TOTAL                   $     629,705

Current Assets:
   Cash and Cash equivalents $     46,150 
   Investments 267,721  
   Pledges and Interest Receivable 21,084
   Prepaid Expenses 1,151  

 Total Current Assets $   336,106

Other Assets:
   Furniture, fixtures and equipment-net 9,960
   Library-books and videos-net 3,571   
   Pledges receivable  -

Total Assets $    349,637

                    LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities:                                    
   Accounts payable $    4,946
   Capital lease payable – current portion 2,985

Non Current Liabilities
   Capital lease payable – long term portion 4,392

   Total Liabilities $  12,323

   Net Assets:
   Unrestricted 291,489
   Temporarily restricted      45,825  
  
   Total Net Assets 337,314  

   Total Liabilities and Net Assets $  349,637



For their in-kind support during 2010-2011 STAIR thanks the following educational institutions, 
businesses, churches, organizations and individuals:

Jason Peiffer
Debbie Pinto

Mr. & Mrs. Wade Ragas
Rayne Memorial United Methodist  Church

Kay Roussell
Simon & Schuster

St. Andrew’s  Episcopal Church & School
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian  Church

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Steven Blackmon

Laura Symmes
Tyronne Smith

Jeannette Thompson
Unified Nonprofits of Greater New Orleans

Gwen Washington
Wayne Willcox
Whole Foods

William Hart Elementary School
Woodland Presbyterian Church

Xavier University
Young Audiences—Arts for Learning

Jefferson Parish Public Schools 
John Calvin  Presbyterian Church

Lafayette Academy
Sharon Lonero

Louisiana  Endowment for the Humanities
Loyola University
Andrea Mahfouz

Mr. & Mrs. John  Marchetti
Louise S. McGehee   School

McDonogh #42 Elementary School
Deborah Mitchell

NAFSA: Association of   International Educators, Region, III
Nelson Charter School

New Orleans Gulf South Booksellers Assoc.
New Orleans Hornets

New Orleans Musicians Assistance Foundation
New Orleans Recovery School District

Open World Family Services
Orleans Parish School Board

Terry Patterson
Plaquemines Parish Public Schools

Algiers United Methodist Church
ARISE Academy

Belle Chasse  Primary School
Ben Franklin   Elementary School

Bethune Elementary School
Ione Bolden

Capdau Charter  School
Carrollton Church of  Christ

Chapel of the Holy Spirit
Dibert Elementary  School

Dillard University
Donald Jefferson

Fore!Kids   Foundation
Rev. Donald R. Frampton

Garden District   Book Shop
Barbara Green

Christine Guidry
Hammond’s Transportation
Harney Elementary School

Jeanette Hew
Donna Howland

STAIR wishes to thank its individual, foundation, organization and corporate donors for their support.  The following lists 
reflect donations made between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011.  Gifts received after July 1, 2011 will be acknowledged in a 
future issue.  Every effort has been made to accurately report the names in these lists.  Please contact STAIR with any questions 
or corrections.  Thank you for giving the gift of reading!

Legend
STAIR Leaders:   $5,000+
STAIR Champions:   $1,000 to $4,999
STAIR Benefactors:   $500 - $999
STAIR Patrons:   $250 - $499
STAIR Supporters:   $100 - $249
STAIR Donors:   $1 - $99

AT&T  
Joe W. & Dorothy Dorsett Brown Foundation

Cut Off Community Children’s Reading Program Fund
Eni US Operating

Entergy Charitable Foundation
Ella West Freeman Foundation

Fore!Kids Foundation
Greater New Orleans Foundation

Bruce J. Heim Foundation
GPOA Foundation

Keller Family Foundation
Mazda Foundation

RosaMary Foundation
Edward G. Schlieder Education Foundation

Selley Foundation
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church

Versabar, Inc.
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

STAIR Leaders

Mr. Lee R. Adler
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Berger

Darryl D. Berger Investments
Carrollton Rotary Club

Mr. and Mrs. Hampton Carver
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Cohen

Communities Foundation Of Texas
Dolgencorp, Inc.

First Presbyterian Church Of Crowley, Louisiana

Foley Family Charitable Fund
Freeport-McMoRan Foundation

Friend of STAIR
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Hancock, Jr.

iBERIABANK
Eugenie and Joseph Jones Family Foundation

Gustaf Westfeldt McIlhenny Family Foundation
Mr. Kent Mitchell

New Orleans City Council
New Orleans Kids Partnership

Mr. Subash Pereira
Phelps Dunbar, LLC

Poydras Louisiana, LLC
Real Estate Tax Group, LLC

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co.
Mr. and Mrs. John Stockmeyer

Capt. and Mrs. John S. White USN (RET)
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Wilson

Young Audiences of Louisiana

STAIR Champions

Mr. and Mrs. H. Stuart Ball
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Banta
Mr. and Mrs. Erich Brockmann
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Descant, III

Episcopal Community Services Board
Mrs. Kathleen G. Favrot

First Bank and Trust

Ms. Lauren Geraghty
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Howell
Mr. and Mrs. David Hunt

Mr. and Mrs. Hans Jonassen
Kiwanis Club of Algiers Morning Edition

Sheldon Lykes
Mr. and Mrs. William Marks

Mr. and Mrs. Dick H. Piner, Jr.

Redstone Summit Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Al Ruhl

Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Sippola
Mr. and Mrs. Norwood Thornton

Ultimate Event LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes Walmsley

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Winingder
Mr. James Wolf

STAIR Benefactors



Ms. Mary Koppel

Dr. and Mrs. Ed Lindsey

Ms. Charlotte Livingston

Ms. Patricia Livingston

Luckmore Finance Corp.

Ms. Tara Luparello

Mr. and Mrs. Archie Manning

Mr. and Mrs. John Martinez

Mr. and Mrs. John Martinez

Mr. and Mrs. Gil McGregor

Mr. and Mrs. William McNeal

Mr. and Mrs. Miller

Mr. and Mrs. James Morse

Mr. Dipo Mosadomi

Mr. Ian Mundee

Mr. and Mrs. John North

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Nupuf

Mr. and Mrs. Eric O’Bell

Mr. and Mrs. Michael O’Keefe, III

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry R. Osborne

Ms. Jane Pyle

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Richards, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Riviere

Mrs. Pam O. Rundle

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Schrenk

Ms. Myrtle Shepard

Mr. Simon Shlenker

Dr. and Mrs. Elijah Sproles

Ms. Laura Symmes

Drs. William and Nell Waring

Dr. and Mrs. Robert G. Weilbaecher

Mrs. Cosette West Kaufmann

Mr. Jonathan Williams

Ms. Boncile F. Wilson

Woodland Presbyterian Church

Mrs. Mary Zervigon

Holly Abbott

Ms. Sandra Adelberg

Ms. Nancy Agnelly

Mr. and Mrs. Corny Apffel

Mr. J. Thomas Dunne and Ms. Sarah Ashe

Mr. John S. Batson

Ms. Martha Bauman

Ms. Laura Bayon

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bellanca

Ms. Charlene Berry

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Bilbe

Ms. Nora Bilbro

Mr. and Mrs. Wilton Bland, III

Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt Blankinship

Ms. Juanita Breuille

Mrs. Marion Bright

Ms. Mary Brown

Mr. and Mrs. William Burge

Ms. Nan Burby

Mr. Robert Burwell

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Butler

Ms. Janice Catledge

Mr. and Mrs. Neal  Christoph

Dr. and Mrs. John M. Church, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Clark

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Collins

Ms. Blanche Comiskey

Mr.and Mrs. Dennis Crawford

Mr. and Mrs. Carl F.  Dahlberg, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John Davidson

Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis DeBerry

Ms. Celia Deininger

Ms. Dawn Domengeaux

Ms. Jean Downing

Mrs. Lorraine Caffery Friedrichs

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Andrew Fuselier

Mr. and Mrs. C. Stewart Gentsch

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Goodman

Mrs. Christina Goodridge

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Guillory

Ms. Judi P. Guth

Mrs. Judith Hafford

Mrs. Mary W. Hebert

Ms. Mayling Hew

Mrs. Elizabeth Hodlewsky

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hoffman

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hulse

Ms. Bootsie Ingram

Dr. and Mrs. Tim Irwin

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Ives

Ms. Laura Jensen

Mr. Robert Jordan

Mr. Chip Julien

Mrs. Juliette Kernion

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Kinnett

Ms. Anne Kotch

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Lay

Ms. Jean La Russa

Mrs. Deborah K. Langenhennig

Mrs. Marcia Leitch

Judge Ivan Lemelle

Ms. Christina Lochbrunner

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Mague

Ms. Ann Maier

Mrs. Jane Mathes

Mr. Peter Mayer

Mrs. Carol McMahon

Mr. Wilbur McSherry

Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Messersmith

Mr. Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Charles  Montgomery

Mrs. Anne Montgomery

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Morlier

Ms. Gay Mothershed

Mr. Ernest B. Norman, III

Ms. Linda Novak

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Oberhelman, Jr.

Mrs. Dottie Rawden

Mr. and Mrs. John  Reed

Ms. Miranda Restovic

Mr. and Mrs. Robert

Dr. and Mrs. Ken Roy

Ms. Lillian Samardzija

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Schlegel

Ms. Judith Serou

Ms. Heidi Sherman

Mrs. Ada Simmons

Ms. Kellen Smith

Ms. Tippy Tippens

United Way Of St. Charles

Ms. Sherry Vinturella

Ms. Judith Whann

Mr. and Mrs. Harry G. Wiederspahn

Ms. Eileen T. Williams

Edie Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Woodard

Ms. Cathy Woodham

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Yancey, IV

Ms. Ann Young

Ms. Katherine G. Faust

Mr. Malcolm C. Mark

Ms. Corliss S.Smith

Ms. Alessandra T. Thomas

Ms. Conchetta T. Wineburg
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Mr. and Mrs. Hirschel Abbott

Alvarez-Basik Design Group

Ms. Claire Avegno
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Ms. Carroll Bernard

Mr. and Mrs. George Bilbe

Mr. and Mrs. Richard  Britson

Mr. and Mrs. Romalice Brown

Ginny Campion
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Mr. and Mrs. Burt Carnahan
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cruthirds

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Fischer
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Dr. and Mrs. Donald Frampton
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1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

phone: (504) 899-0820
fax: (504) 895-2668
website: www.stairnola.org
e-mail: stair@scapc.org

THANK YOU FOR GIVING THE GIFT OF READING!

SUMMER 2011

START THE ADVENTURE IN READING

YES, I would like to be a Friend of STAIR!  

$1,000 STAIR Major Supporter

$750 to Sponsor a Student for 
a year

$375 to Sponsor a Student 
for a semester

$250 to help provide bus 
transportation

$150 to recruit and train a tutor

$100 to provide curriculum 
materials for 10 students

$50 for reading games 
for 10 students

$ Any size gift is greatly 
appreciated.

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________

__________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

Please charge $ __________________ to my credit card.

VISA          MasterCard     Exp. Date: ____________

Card No.: ___________________________________________

Name as on card: _____________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

My company will match gift (match form enclosed).

I am interested in volunteering. Contact me.

STAIR, 1545 STATE STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70118

Please make checks payable to Start The Adventure In Reading (STAIR)

YOU’RE
INVITED…

Non- Pro�t
Organization

U.S. Postage

PAID

New Orleans, LA
Permit No. 2640

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage
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New Orleans,

LA
Permit No.2640

1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

phone: (504) 899-0820
fax: (504) 895-2668
website: www.stairnola.org
e-mail: stair@scapc.org

THANK YOU FOR GIVING THE GIFT OF READING!

SPRING 2011

START THE ADVENTURE IN READING

YES, I would like to be a Friend of STAIR!  

$1,000 STAIR Major Supporter

$750 to Sponsor a Student for 
a year

$375 to Sponsor a Student 
for a semester

$250 to help provide bus 
transportation

$150 to recruit and train a tutor

$100 to provide curriculum 
materials for 10 students

$50 for reading games 
for 10 students

$ Any size gift is greatly 
appreciated.

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________

__________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

� Please charge $ __________________ to my credit card.

� VISA          � MasterCard     Exp. Date: ____________

Card No.: ___________________________________________

Name as on card: _____________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

� My company will match gift (match form enclosed).

� I am interested in volunteering. Contact me.

STAIR, 1545 STATE STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70118

Please make checks payable to Start The Adventure In Reading (STAIR)

to be a Friend of STAIR.
Just complete this form

and mail it to the STAIR
office, or visit our website

at www.stairnola.org to
make your gift online.  It’s

just that easy!  Your con-
tribution to STAIR will
give a child the gift of

reading.   As a Friend of
STAIR you will be listed
in our annual report and
on our website.  Please

consider a gift today!

YOU’RE
INVITED…

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID
New Orleans,

LA
Permit No.2640

1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

phone: (504) 899-0820
fax: (504) 895-2668
website: www.stairnola.org
e-mail: stair@scapc.org

THANK YOU FOR GIVING THE GIFT OF READING!

SPRING 2011

START THE ADVENTURE IN READING

YES, I would like to be a Friend of STAIR!  

$1,000 STAIR Major Supporter

$750 to Sponsor a Student for 
a year

$375 to Sponsor a Student 
for a semester

$250 to help provide bus 
transportation

$150 to recruit and train a tutor

$100 to provide curriculum 
materials for 10 students

$50 for reading games 
for 10 students

$ Any size gift is greatly 
appreciated.

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________

__________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

� Please charge $ __________________ to my credit card.

� VISA          � MasterCard     Exp. Date: ____________

Card No.: ___________________________________________

Name as on card: _____________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

� My company will match gift (match form enclosed).

� I am interested in volunteering. Contact me.

STAIR, 1545 STATE STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70118

Please make checks payable to Start The Adventure In Reading (STAIR)

to be a Friend of STAIR.
Just complete this form

and mail it to the STAIR
office, or visit our website

at www.stairnola.org to
make your gift online.  It’s

just that easy!  Your con-
tribution to STAIR will
give a child the gift of

reading.   As a Friend of
STAIR you will be listed
in our annual report and
on our website.  Please

consider a gift today!

YOU’RE
INVITED…

new!
Use your mobile device 
to make a donation online 
with no wait!

$1,000

$900

$450


