
Marking its 25th anniversary in 2010,
STAIR continues to be a successful chil-
dren’s literacy program in the Greater
New Orleans area providing free one-on-
one after school tutoring in reading and
language skills to at-risk second-grade
public elementary school students as well
as literacy support to family members.
Founded in 1985, STAIR has brought
more than 300,000 hours of dedicated
volunteer service to its partner public
schools to help nearly 6,000 New
Orleans area students excel.  As it has
been for 25 years, STAIR is led by a
strong all-volunteer Board of Directors
and Advisory Council, staffed by quali-
fied literacy administrators, and endowed
with a volunteer force of more than 350
trained community individuals.    

STAIR Marks 25 Years of Service

Start The Adventure In Reading

To improvethe readingskills and
self-esteem

of lower
elementary

school 
students

Mission Statement

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS 1985-2010

Annual Report 2010

STAIR Facts 2009-2010
• 238 students served
• 29 tutoring sites in Orleans, Jefferson and Plaquemines parishes
• 350+ volunteers
• 33 public schools
• Oral reading fluency on DIBELS test increased nearly 92% 
• Of the STAIR parents who returned surveys, 100 % reported that 

their children’s reading skills have improved, 88% said their children 
were much more interested in reading, and 73% said that helpful 
tutors made the difference.

Jim Howell Sara W. Woodard
President Executive Director

sponsored by the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities:  In previous
years, STAIR has coordinated the six-week Prime Time program of reading,
discussion, and storytelling for children and family members from Dibert
Elementary School and Esperanza Charter School. STAIR will conduct this
program at Capdau UNO Charter School in the fall of 2010 and at another
public elementary school in the spring of 2011.

STAIR Graduation at Woodland Presbyterian Church in May 2010.

STAIR and the Prime Time Family
Reading Time program. . .

                



Volunteers donated nearly 14,000
hours to STAIR this past school year!  If
you add up all of our volunteer hours
from tutors, Board and Advisory Council
members, workday helpers and STAIR
Affair volunteers, the total monetary
value would be $311,355. STAIR cer-
tainly appreciates the invaluable support
of its community volunteers who lend
their time and talents to our program.  

STAIR
Advisory Council

Paul E. Atkinson
Donald Beery

Ruth Bilbe
Cheryllyn M. Branche
Diana Boylston-Clark
Deirdre Johnson Burel

Burt Carnahan
Mary Lee Carver

Pamela Dixon
Caroline Frederic

Dr. John V. Garoutte
Sandra Hartman, Ph.D.
Dr. Eartha Lee Johnson

Christine Jordan
Junius Kaufman

Sydney Touchstone Lawder
Jade Brown Russell

Alison Decker Scott
Ada Simmons
Penny Sproles

Sidney Eshleman Thornton
Jill C. Waid

Eileen T. Williams
R. Bruce Worley

STAIR Volunteers Are the Best!

STAIR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:  Jim Howell
Vice President:  Tina Brockmann 
Treasurer:  William M. Prieur
Secretary: Frieda McGregor

MEMBERS
Corinne Quayle Berger
Carroll Bernard
Nora B. Bilbro
Ro Brown
Bridget Carter 
Dawn D. Domengeaux
Harrison Frampton
Lauren Geraghty
Kelly Harris-DeBerry
Tara Luparello
Dipo Mosadomi
Sr. Marie Noel
Sherri Zeller O’Bell
Lauren Schug
John Stockmeyer
Laura Symmes
Sherry Vinturella
Brandy Whisnant
Jonathan C. Williams

STAFF
Executive Director, Sara Woodard
Development Director, 

Anne Elizabeth Fuselier
Volunteer Director, Elizabeth Artigues
Program/Materials Director, 

Heidi Sherman
Curriculum Specialist, Penny Sproles
Administrative Assistant, 

Debbie Casey

STAIR’s Guest Reader Program:  As
part of STAIR’s 25th anniversary obser-
vance, a diverse selection of community
members were invited to read to the children
during the regular tutoring sessions. Among
STAIR guest readers was David McCelvey,
vice president, Operations of Emeril’s
Homebase LLC, shown here with Wilson
Charter School students and tutors from the
STAIR site at Rayne Memorial United
Methodist Church. 

STAIR’S Partnerships:  STAIR’s tutoring
sites are located at its partner schools, uni-
versities and various churches that donate
storage space for curriculum materials and
books as well as classroom space for tutor-
ing.  STAIR has partnerships with local uni-
versities as part of their work-study or serv-
ice-learning programs, including Dillard,
UNO, Xavier, Loyola and Tulane. 
STAIR also continues to work with its
partners New Orleans Kids
Partnership, Connect2Educate
Collaborative, Communities in Schools-
New Orleans, New Orleans Musicians
Assistance Foundation, Greater New
Orleans Afterschool Partnership,
Literacy Alliance of Greater New
Orleans, First Book-Greater New
Orleans and the Unified Nonprofits of
Greater New Orleans.

“I appreciate everything you all
did for my students. Thanks

for helping so that all children
can be literate and well round-

ed individuals in the future.
From the families and children

you all serve, I extend a Big
THANK YOU!”

Teacher
Dibert Elementary School



Statement of Financial Position
June 30, 2010

ASSETS

Current Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $   277,920
Restricted cash 9,250
Investments 31,557
Pledges Receivable 47,500
Prepaid expenses 2,089_________

Total Current Assets
$  368,316_________

Furniture, fixtures and equipment - net $      4,256_________

Other Assets:
Library - books and videos 7,143
Pledges receivable 34,342_________

Total Assets $ 414,057__________________

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities:
Accounts payable                                    $     1,353     

Net Assets:
Unrestricted 329,112
Temporarily restricted 83,592_________

Total Net Assets 412,704_________

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 414,057__________________

FINANCIALS

Revenue and Support — June 30, 2010

Corporations/Foundations $ 163,337
Churches 38,640
Individuals 46,775
Organizations 20,001
STAIR Affair 82,847
21st Century Grant 15,000
Book Fair Events 1,347
Interest 1,720
Misc. Revenue 906_________

Subtotal $ 370,573
In-Kind Contributions $ 282,154_________

TOTAL $ 652,727

Expenses — June 30, 2010

Salaries/Taxes $  219,418
Transportation 48,730
Curriculum/Supplies 15,207
Snacks 5,617
PR/Postage/Printing 9,374
Audit/Professional Fees 8,994
Insurance 4,022
Staff Development/Travel 2,474
Depreciation 7,023
Other 29,043_________

Subtotal $ 349,902
In-Kind Expenses 

(occupancy, curriculum/books, STAIR Affair, misc.)$282,154_________

TOTAL $ 632,056



STAIR wishes to thank its individ-
ual, foundation, organization and
corporate donors for their support.
The following lists reflect donations
made between July 1, 2009 and
June 30, 2010.  Gifts received after
July 1, 2010 will be acknowledged in a
future issue.  Every effort has been made
to accurately report the names in these
lists.  Please contact STAIR with any
questions or corrections. Thank you
for giving the gift of reading!

Legend:

STAIR Leaders: $5,000+
STAIR Champions: $1,000 - $4,999
STAIR Benefactors: $500 - $999
STAIR Patrons: $250 - $499
STAIR Supporters: $100 - $249
STAIR Donors: $1 - $99

INDIVIDUALS
STAIR Champions:

Mr. Lee R. Adler
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Banta
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Berger
Ms. Kaki Orr Birtel
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Brinson
The Hon. and Mrs. Christopher J. Bruno
Mrs. Kathleen Favrot
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Fishman
Ms. Lauren Geraghty
Mr. and Mrs. William Grace
Mr. and Mrs. James Howell
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Lawder, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Mayer
Mr. R. Kent Mitchell 

(in loving memory of Jean Wilson Mitchell)
Mr. and Mrs. John Morrow
Mr. and Mrs. Eric O’Bell
Mrs. Margaret Orr
Mr. Subash Pereira
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Pierson

Mr. and Mrs. Dick H. Piner, Jr.
Ms. Laura Politz
Mr. and Mrs. William Prieur
Mr. and Mrs. John Stockmeyer
Ms. Laura Symmes
Mr. and Mrs. Norwood Thornton
Mr. and Mrs. Terry White
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Wilson
Ms. Betty A. Wilson

STAIR Benefactors:

Mr. and Mrs. H. Stuart Ball
Ms. Sue Ann Balmer
Mr. Brian Belcher
Mr. and Mrs. William Bell
Mrs. Sallee Benjamin
Ms. Carroll Bernard
Ms. Cheryllyn M. Branche
Mr. and Mrs. Erich Brockmann
Ms. Bridget Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cruthirds
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Descant III
Ms. Martha A. Eshleman
Mr and Mrs Harry Hardin
Ms. Frances Hegenberger
Mr. and Mrs. David Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Hans Jonassen
Mr. John W. Kelly III
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Kitchen
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lanaux
Ms. Tara Luparello
Mr. Sheldon Lykes
Ms. Elizabeth Mc Ashan
Ms. Mary Lou O’Keefe
Mr. and Mrs. Al Ruhl
Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Sippola
Mr. and Mrs. William Sublette
Mr. and Mrs. John Waid
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Winingder
Mr. James Wolf

STAIR Patrons:

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Beery
Mr. and Mrs. George Bilbe
Mrs. Sybil Favrot
Ms. Elaine Garvey
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Allain Hardin
Dr. Sandy Hartman
Ms. Barbara Hicks
Mr. Ken Kinnett and Mrs. Stella    

Shackelford
Ms. Anne Kotch
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Lapeyre
Ms. Patricia Logan
Mr. Peter Mayer
Ms. Jane Pyle
Ms. Penny Talbert
Mrs. Holly Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. R. Bruce Worley

STAIR Supporters:

M. D. and H. T. Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Adler
Ms. Ann Van Horn
Ms. Barbara Arras
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Artigues
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Atkinson
Ms. Evelyn Battiste
Mr. and Mrs. James Bean
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Benjamin
Mr. James Bernazzani
Ms. Joan Biococchi
Ms. Jean Bragg
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Britson
Ms. Mary Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Busch
Mr. Edward Bush
Mr. and Mrs. Hampton Carver
Mr. Frank M. Denton
Ms. Adrienne M. Folse
Ms. Pamela Dongieux
Ms. Marla Donovan
Ms. Melinda Early
Dr. and Mrs. J. Ollie Edmunds, Jr.
Ms. Shirley Engeron
Mrs. Rosemarie B. Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. George Fowler
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Frampton
Mr. Harry Freeman
Mr. George Freeman
Dr. and Mrs. John V. Garoutte
Mr. John Geiser III
Ms. Alexandra Georges
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Gibbs, Jr.
Ms. Dorinda Glaeser
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth G. Gregory
Mrs. Susan Gundlach
Mr. and Mrs. Wade Hanley
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hansel
Ms. Lesley Hardin
Ms. Ashley Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Harris
Dr. and Mrs. Dan Healan
Mr. Richard Heustess
Mr. John Houser
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Howard
Ms. Ailleen Janney
Ms. Lara Jensen
Ms. Laura Jensen
Dr. Eartha Lee Johnson
Mikell K. Johnson
Mr. Emmett P. Jones
Mr. Gerald Julien
Mr. Michael Kearney
Ms. Mary Koppel
Mr. and Mrs. David Kurtz
Louis A. Lanaux Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. E. Sorrell Lanier, Jr.
Mr. Craig Ledet
Dr. and Mrs. Francis E. Le Jeune
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary K. Lemann
Dr and Mrs. Ed Lindsey
Mr. and Mrs. William Luer
Ms. Amy Lynch
Mr. and Mrs. John Martinez
Mr. and Mrs. Gil McGregor
Mr. and Mrs. William McNeal
Mrs. Elizabeth P. Miles
Mr. Dipo Mosadomi
Mr. and Mrs. H. B. McFadden
Ms. Kelly Harris-DeBerry
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Murphy
Mrs. Donald J. Nalty
Mr. and Mrs. John North
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nuzum
Mr. Elliot Prieur
Mr. and Mrs. Wade Ragas
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Randall
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Redd
Dr. and Mrs. Richard J. Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Richards, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Ms. Pat Rosamond
Ms. Kathy Rush
Ms. Rosemary Ryan
Ms. Lauren Schug
Mr. Carl Schumacher
Ms. Melissa Scott-Garner
Ms. Geraldine Settoon
Mr. Simon Shlenker
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Springfield
Dr. and Mrs. Elijah Sproles

For their in-kind support during 2009-10,
STAIR thanks the following educational
institutions, businesses, churches,
organizations and individuals:

AT&T
A.C. Alexander Elementary School
Algiers Charter School Association
Airline Park Elementary School
Algiers United Methodist Church
Banneker Elementary School
Bauduit Elementary School
Behrman Elementary School
Belle Chasse Primary School
Belle Chasse United Methodist Church
Ben Franklin Elementary School
Berean Presbyterian Church
Bethune Elementary School
Birney Elementary School
Capdau UNO Charter School
Carrollton Church of Christ
Communities in Schools-New Orleans
Community Church Unitarian Universalist
Connect2Educate Collaborative
Dibert Elementary School
Dillard University
Donald Jefferson
Drew Elementary School
Eisenhower Elementary School
Esperanza Charter School
Faith Cumberland Presbyterian Church
First Book-Greater New Orleans
Fischer Elementary School
Garden District Book Shop
Gentilly Terrace UNO Charter School
Greater New Orleans Afterschool Partnership
Hammond’s Transportation
Harahan Elementary School
Harney Elementary School
Harte Elementary School
Holy Angels Congregational Center
Jefferson Elementary School
Jefferson Parish Public Schools
Jefferson Presbyterian Church
John Calvin Presbyterian Church
Johnson Elementary School

Keating Magee Momentum Marketing
LaFete News
Lafayette Academy
Lake Forest Elementary School
Lakeview Presbyterian Church
Langston Hughes Elementary School
Literacy Alliance of Greater New Orleans
Louise S. McGehee School
Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities
Loyola University
McDonogh #42 Elementary School
Mission Research
Nelson UNO Charter School
New Orleans Gulf South Booksellers Assoc.
New Orleans Hornets
New Orleans Musicians Assistance
Foundation
New Orleans Public Schools
New Orleans Recovery School District
Open World Family Services
Octavia Books
Optimist Club of New Orleans
Parkway Presbyterian Church
Plaquemines Parish Public Schools
Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church
Rev. Donald R. Frampton
Save Our Schools NOLA
Schaumburg Elementary School
Simon & Schuster
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
St. Martin’s Episcopal School
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Steven Blackmon
Terry Patterson
Tulane University
Tyronne Smith
Unified Nonprofits of Greater New Orleans
University of New Orleans
Wayne Willcox
William Hart Elementary School
Wilson Charter School
Woodland Presbyterian Church
Xavier University
Young Audiences/Arts for Learning



Mr. and Mrs. John F. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Sullivan
Ms. Shelley Sullivan
Ms. Janice C. Taylor
Ms. Mary Thomas
Ms. Janee Tucker
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Van Horn
Ms. Cynthia Vollenweider
Mrs. Cosette West Kaufmann
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Whisnant
Ms. Monica White
Ms. Ann Wills
Ms. Margaret Winston
Ms. Elizabeth K. Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Young
Mr. and Mrs. George V. Young
Mr. and Mrs. Luis Zervigon

Thank you to the many individuals
who designated donations to STAIR
through the United Way and
Combined Federal Campaign.  The
following is a partial list provided by
the above organizations:

Ms. Yojna S. Calix
Ms. Susan O. Crochet
Mr. Bobby Duplantier
Ms. Katherine G. Faust
Mr. John L. Greene
Ms. Tory K. Johnson
Ms. Kiandra Moore

FOUNDATIONS, 
BUSINESSES, AND 
ORGANIZATIONS

STAIR Leaders:

Joe W. & Dorothy Dorsett Brown 
Foundation

Carrollton Rotary Club
City Of New Orleans, Louisiana

Communities Foundation of Texas
CP3 Foundation
Entergy Charitable Foundation
Ella West Freeman Foundation
GPOA Foundation
Greater New Orleans Foundation
Bruce J. Heim Foundation
Keller Family Foundation
Mazda Foundation
Open World Family Services, Inc.
Peyback Foundation
Real Estate Tax Group, LLC
RosaMary Foundation
Edward G. Schlieder Educational 

Foundation
Selley Foundation
St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church
Patrick F. Taylor Foundation
Versabar, Inc.
Young Audiences/Arts for Learning

STAIR Champions:
Carol's Daughter Holdings, LLC
Cudd Foundation
Dollar General
Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC
ExxonMobil
Foley Family Charitable Fund
Fore!Kids Foundation
Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo & Co.
iBERIABANK
Jones Family Foundation
Jones, Walker, Waechter, Poitevent,
Carrere, Denegre, L.L.P.
Gustaf Westfeldt McIlhenny Family

Foundation
James R. Moffett Family 

Foundation
Jerome S. & Grace H. 

Murray Foundation
Junior League of New Orleans
New Orleans Kids Partnership
New Orleans Musicians 

Assistance Foundation
Phelps Dunbar, LLP

Poydras Louisiana, LLC
Poydras Properties, LLC
Rebowe & Company
Rome, Arata, Baxley, Stelly, 

LLC
State Farm Insurance
WDG Architects & Engineers
Whitney National Bank
Woodland Presbyterian 

Church

STAIR Benefactors

ANKOR Energy
Kiwanis Club of Algiers-
Morning Edition
Property Management 

Group, LLC
Redstone Summit 

Foundation
Save Our Schools NOLA
Ultimate Events, LLC
Welcome Neighbors

STAIR Patrons

Cohiba Property Services
Communities In Schools of   

Greater New Orleans, Inc.
Executive Women's 

International-NO Chapter
Fifth District Savings Bank
Hiram Investments, LLC
Hughes Walmsley
J. B. Levert Foundation
Kostmayer Construction, LLC.
Luckmore Finance Corp.
Peter Mayer Advertising, Inc.
National Apartment Association
Salley, Hite & Mercer, LLC

STAIR Supporters

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Design The Planet
Edgewater Methodist Church
Eustis Community Property
Lakeview Presbyterian Church
Louis A. and Lillian L. Glazer Family

Foundation
Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc.
Maple Street Bookshop
St. Anna's Residence

STAIR Donors

Children’s Hospital
Guidry & Adams, LLC
Parker LeCorgne
Marianite Sisters Of The Holy Cross 

Convent

ORLEANS PARISH
Algiers United Methodist Church
Ben Franklin Elementary School
Berean Presbyterian Church
Capdau UNO Charter School
Carrollton Church of Christ
Dibert Elementary School
Dillard University
Einstein Charter School
Fischer Elementary School
Holy Angels Congregational Center
Lafayette Academy
McDonogh #42 Elementary School
Nelson UNO Charter School
Open World Family Services
Rayne Memorial United Methodist

Church
St. Andrews Episcopal Church
St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church 

(2 sites)
Tubman Elementary School
Tulane University-Chapel of the Holy 

Spirit (2 sites)
Woodland Presbyterian Church

JEFFERSON PARISH
John Calvin Presbyterian Church
Faith Cumberland Presbyterian Church
William Hart Elementary School
Jefferson Presbyterian Church
Airline Park Elementary School/

Parkway Presbyterian Church
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church

PLAQUEMINES PARISH
Belle Chasse United Methodist Church

AFFILIATE SITES
Alabama
Independent Presbyterian Church
Birmingham

First Presbyterian Church
Birmingham

Delaware
First and Central Presbyterian Church
Wilmington

Florida
Edgewater United Methodist Church
Port Charlotte

Pilgrim United Church of Christ
Port Charlotte

Louisiana
Presbyterian Church of Ruston

Trinity United Methodist Church
Ruston

Maryland
First Presbyterian Church
Annapolis

West Virginia
Old Stone Presbyterian Church
Lewisburg

A complete list
of STAIR donors 
is available at

www.stairnola.org.

2009-2010 STAIR Sites

STAIR students leave the STAIR site at St.
Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church and are
taken safely home by STAIR’s bus partner,
Hammond’s Transportation.



1545 State St.
New Orleans, LA 70118

phone: (504) 899-0820
fax: (504) 895-2668
web site: www.stairnola.org
e-mail: stair@scapc.org

THANK YOU FOR GIVING THE GIFT OF READING!

START THE ADVENTURE IN READING

to be a Friend of STAIR.
Just complete this form

and mail it to the STAIR
office, or visit our website

at www.stairnola.org to
make your gift online.  It’s

just that easy!  Your con-
tribution to STAIR will
give a child the gift of

reading.   As a Friend of
STAIR you will be listed
in our annual report and
on our website.  Please

consider a gift today!

YOU’RE
INVITED…

YES, I would like to be a Friend of STAIR!  

$1,000 STAIR Major Supporter

$750 to Sponsor a Student for 
a year

$375 to Sponsor a Student 
for a semester

$250 to help provide bus 
transportation

$150 to recruit and train a tutor

$100 to provide curriculum 
materials for 10 students

$50 for reading games 
for 10 students

$ Any size gift is greatly 
appreciated.

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________

__________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

q Please charge $ __________________ to my credit card.

q VISA          q MasterCard     Exp. Date: ____________

Card No.: ___________________________________________

Name as on card: _____________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

q My company will match gift (match form enclosed).

q I am interested in volunteering. Contact me.

STAIR, 1545 STATE STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70118

Please make checks payable to Start The Adventure In Reading (STAIR)


